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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an image processing unit in which image quality is 
maintained constant even when generation copies are made by correcting 
digital image data based on the result of analysis of added information 
imbedded in an original image. 

CONSTITUTION: When the hard copy of a 1 st generation is formed from an 
original, a main control section 3 allows an IR section 1 to read image data 
so as to discriminate it that additional information is not imbedded in an 
image discrimination section 5. Then additional information is imbedded to 
plural positions of an image by an edit section 7 and image data in which 
additional information is imbedded are generated to an output section 4. 
Furthermore, when hard copies after the 1 st generation are generated, the 
additional information is extracted by the discrimination section 5 and the 
edit section 7 analyzes the additional information. Then the tilt or the 
deviation of an original image placed on the original platen is discriminated 
to correct digital image data. Thus, the image quality of hard copies after 
2nd and succeeding generations is maintained constant to make the same 
image quality as that of the hard copy of the 1st generation. 
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